Judicial Process Story
.

Directions: Create a criminal case, give it a name, and then write a newspaper article detailing the events of the case using all of the following terms. Be sure to number each term in the text of your article. You must use each term CORRECTLY, and in the correct sequence of events, to receive credit.  See “Stages in the Criminal Justice System” for the correct sequence of events.
1) Plea bargain: When the prosecutor offers the defendant the opportunity to plead guilty, usually to a lesser charge or to the original criminal charge with a recommendation of a lighter than the maximum sentence.
2) Felony: A more serious crime. Can result in prison sentence of one year or longer.
3) Misdemeanor: A less serious crime. Usually involves paying fines or less than one year in jail.
4) Defendant: Person accused of a crime.
5) Plaintiff: In a civil case, the plaintiff is the person bringing a lawsuit. In a criminal case, the prosecutor is always the plaintiff.
6) Subpoena: An order to appear in court and give testimony in a case. 
7) Arrest warrant: A document authorizing the arrest of a person suspected of committing a crime. 
8)  Indictment: A formal accusation that a person has committed a crime. A grand jury indictment is required before a person may be put on trial for a serious crime.
9)  Perjury: Lying under oath. Perjury is considered a crime.
10)  Grand jury: Type of jury that decides if there is enough evidence to put a person on trial. 
11)  (Petit) jury: Type of jury that decides if a person is guilty or not guilty of a crime. There are always 12 jurors and their decision must be unanimous.
12)  Bail: Property, usually money, that is paid so a person can be released from jail while awaiting trial.
13)  Sentencing hearing: Once a person is found guilty, the sentencing hearing is held to determine what the person’s sentence will be. 
14)  Verdict: The decision of the judge or jury as to whether a person is guilty or not guilty.
15)  Capital offense: A crime that is punishable by death
16)  Appeal: The process for requesting a formal change to the original court’s decision
17) Witnesses: People who are called to give sworn testimony (information) regarding a case before the court.
18) Arraignment: The defendant pleads either guilty or not guilty.
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