
The Constitution of Virginia is similar to the United States Constitution in many ways.  It has separation of government powers which are divided up into three branches and lists all the power and freedoms guaranteed to Virginia citizens.

The Virginia Constitution is also considered a living document because the framers put in a section that described the process of how to amend the document to adapt to the needs of future Virginians.

From the Virginia Constitution, Article XII:

Section 1. Amendments.
Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in either house of The General Assembly, and if the same shall be agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on their journals, the name of each member and how he voted to be recorded, and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next general election of members of the House of Delegates.  It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to submit such proposed amendment or amendments to the voters qualified to vote in elections by the people, in such manner as it shall prescribe and not sooner than ninety days after final passage by the General Assembly. If a majority of those voting vote in favor of any amendment, it shall become part of the Constitution on the date prescribed by the General Assembly in submitting the amendment to the voters.

HOW TO AMEND THE VIRGINIA CONSTITUTION
What is an amendment?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
What does it mean to ratify an amendment? _________________________________________________________________________________________



The Virginia Constitution and the Amendment Process





Method of Ratification





Method of Proposal





Step 2





A _________________ of _______________  ______________will vote to ratify the amendment.











Step 1





A _________________ of members in the ______________________


Or ___________________


propose an amendment.














