 Politics and You 
SOL 9a Question: What influence does the media have on public policy and policymakers?
--Ways media plays an important role in setting the public agenda

· Focusing public attention on selected issues

· Offering a forum in which opposing viewpoints are communicated

· Holding government officials accountable to the public

-Government officials use the media to communicate with the public.

SOL 9b Question: How do individuals and interest groups influence policymakers?

--Ways individuals influence public policy 

· Participating in politics (voting, campaigning)

· Expressing opinions (lobbying, demonstrating, writing letters)

· Joining interest groups

--Ways interest groups influence public policy 

· Identifying issues

· Making political contributions

-Lobbying government officials

SOL 5e Question:  What are the requirements for voter registration in Virginia? 

· Only Citizens who register can participate in primary and general elections 

· Qualifications to register to vote in Virginia: 

· Citizen of the US

· Resident of Virginia and precinct 

· 18 years of age by day of general election 

· How to register in Virginia: 

· In person at the registrar’s office, at the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) or at other designated sites

· By mail application 

· Registration is closed 22 days before elections. 

SOL 5e Question:  What factors influence voter turnout and registration? 

· Factors in predicting which citizens will vote: Education, Age, and Income 

· Why citizens fail to vote: Lack of interest (Apathy) or Failure to register 

· The percentage of voters who participate in presidential elections is usually greater than the percentage of voters who participate in state and local elections. 

· Every vote is important. 

SOL 5a Question:  What roles/functions do political parties play in the American political process?
· Functions of political parties: 
· Recruiting and nominating candidates
· Educating the electorate about campaign issues
· Helping candidates win elections
· Monitoring actions of officeholders
SOL 5b Question:  How are the major political parties similar and how do they differ? 
· Similarities between parties: 
· Organize to win elections

· Influence public policies 

· Reflect both liberal and conservative views 

· Define themselves in a way that wins the majority support by appealing to the political center 

· Differences between parties: Stated in the party’s platform and reflected in campaigning 

SOL 5b Question:  How do third parties differ from the two major parties? 
· Third Parties: 
· Introduce new ideas or press for a particular issue 

· Often Revolve around a political personality (ex: Theodore Roosevelt was a political personality for the Bull Moose Party) 

SOL 5c Question:  How do citizens make informed choices in elections? 

· Strategies for evaluating campaign speeches, literature, and advertisements for accuracy:

· Separating fact from opinion 

· Detecting bias 

· Evaluating sources

· Identifying propaganda 

SOL 5c Question:  How does the media play a role in the political process? 

· Mass media roles in elections: 

· Identifying candidates 

· Emphasizing selected issues

· Writing editorials, creating political cartoons, publishing op-ed pieces 

· Broadcasting different points of view 
SOL 5d Question:  How has the high cost of getting elected changed campaigning for public office?  

· Changes in campaigning due to rising campaign costs: 

· Require candidates to conduct extensive fund-raising activities

· Limit opportunities to run for public office 

· Give an advantage to wealthy individuals who run for office 

· Encourage the development of political action committees (PACs) 

· Give issue-oriented special interest groups increased influence

· Campaign Finance Reforms 

· Rising campaign costs have led to efforts to reform campaign finance laws 

· Limits exist on the amount individuals may contribute to political candidates and campaigns. 

SOL 5f Question:  How does the electoral college select the President and Vice-President of the U.S.?

· Electoral College Process:

· The slate of electors for each state is chosen by popular vote. 

· The electors meet to vote for President and Vice-President. 

· The winner-take-all system leads to the targeting of large states for campaigning, although candidates must pay attention to small states whose electoral votes may make the difference in tight elections. 

· The number of electors of each state is based on the state’s Congressional representation. 

· The requirements for a majority vote to win in the Electoral College favors a two-party system. 

Unit 6: Politics and You
Unit Study Guide

Study Questions: Answer these questions on your own.  This will prepare you for quizzes/tests! 

1. Media’s influence on Public Policy

Media plays an important role in setting the public agenda by:

F-

O-

H-

2. Individuals and Interest Groups influence of Public Policy

Individuals influence public policy by:

Interest Groups influence public policy by:

3. What roles/functions do political parties play in the American political process?




4. How are the major political parties similar and how do they differ? 
Democratic Party


    Similarities


Republican Party


5. How do third parties DIFR (differ) from the two major parties? 

Do not usually ________________ (choose one: loose or win) 

Introduce new ________________

Focus on one ________________

Revolve around ______________________ such as Theodore Roosevelt

6. How do citizens make informed choices to “deSIDE” in elections? 

· Separating _________________ 

· Identifying _________________ 

· Detecting __________________ 

· Evaluating _________________
7. Match the role of mass media in elections to the example: 
_____The Washington Post Headline: “Creigh Deeds Running for Governor” 

_____Wall Street Journal Opinions Page: “Bob McDonnell: The Solution for Virginia’s Problems” 

_____CNN Broadcaster Quote: “Bob McDonnell wants to raise money by carefully drilling for oil off of 
Virginia’s coast. Creigh Deeds believes this is dangerous for the environment.” 

_____Washington Times Article: “Transportation Woes in Northern Virginia” 

8. It’s expensive to run for elected positions. How has the high cost changed campaigning? (5)
9. What reforms (changes) have been made to campaign finance laws to control the rising cost of campaigning? 
10. What are the qualifications (requirements) for voter registration in Virginia? (3) 

11. How can you register to vote in Virginia? (4) 

12. How far in advance do you have to register to vote? 

13. What factors predict which citizens will vote? (3) 

14. Why do citizens fail to vote? (2) 

15. More people vote in ___________elections than in ________ and _________ elections.  

16. Who elects the President and Vice-President? 

17. What are the steps in the Electoral College Process?

18. What is the winner-take-all system? 

19. What states are targeted for campaigning because of the winner-take-all system?

20. How are the numbers of electors in each state selected? 

21. In Virginia: ____ Representatives + _____ Senators = 13 electors.

22. What type of political system does the Electoral College favor?  
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Identifying candidates


Emphasizing selected issues


Writing editorials, creating political cartoons, publishing op-ed pieces


Broadcasting different points of view








