 Establishing Our Government: 

Fundamental Principles and Founding Documents

Unit Study Guide: Answer these questions on your own.  This will help you prepare for quizzes/tests!

1. Identify each of the FIVE fundamental principles that shaped the United States’ government.  Describe the meaning of each principle.

2. How did the founding documents influence the US Constitution? 



3. What is significant about the US Constitution? 

4. What is a preamble?

5. What are the SIX main reasons the Constitution of the United States was written, as stated in the Preamble.    

6. Define the following terms: 

a. Amendment means to __________________________

b. Proposal means to _________________________

c. Ratification means to  __________________________

7. How many times has the Constitution been amended? ________

8. Process for amending the Constitution of the United States:
First Step: ______________________ by Congress

Second Step: ______________________ by States
9. What is the Bill of Rights? 

10. Are the liberties and rights in the Bill of Rights absolute? ________ Why or why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________
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