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In 1776, American colonies, having finally tired of the tyranny of British rule, began making strides to declare independence from Great Britain and creating their own government. Virginia led the way, creating the Declaration of Rights, which listed the basic fundamental rights of people. These ideas were later incorporated into the Bill of Rights and were drawn upon by Thomas Jefferson when he authored the Declaration of Independence. Following soon thereafter, Thomas Jefferson continued the distancing from British rule by establishing a separation of church and state and freedom of religion (Britain had a national religion and church); two ideals that were also included in our current Constitution.
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