You Be the Judge Activity

Goal 6: Explain why laws are needed and how they are enacted, implemented, and enforced at the national, state, and local levels.

Directions: Below is a list of punishments that persons convicted of crimes face. Write the definition of each on the back of this sheet. 
1. Long term suspension

2. Three strikes

3. Confiscation of property

4. Mental institute

5. Long term incarceration

6. Short term incarceration

7. Death penalty

8. Rehabilitation

9. Restitution

10. Probation

11. Community Service

12. Juvenile detention

13. House arrest

14. Boot camp

15. County jail

16. State prison

17. Federal prison

Read each scenario below. Determine what type of punishment (from the above list) is appropriate for each offense. You may offer more than one punishment option. Write the possible punishment(s) beneath each crime (do NOT simply write the number).
1. A juvenile was caught smoking marijuana at school. This was her second offense.

2. A 25 year old man is convicted of first degree kidnapping, rape, and murder. This is his first violent felony but he has several felony convictions on his record.

3. A 60 year old fails to pay his taxes on time and does not have the money to pay the $100,000 he owes in back taxes and penalties.

4. A single mother is convicted of shoplifting, diapers, baby formula, and a few TV dinners. This is her first offense.

5. An 18 year old is convicted of possession of cocaine. He’s currently on probation for an unrelated drug possession conviction.

6. A father is convicted of domestic assault against his wife and daughter. This is his fourth offense.

7. A drug addict is convicted of robbing a convenience store while under the influence of drugs. This is his second offense and he has been sent to court order inpatient rehabilitation once before.

8. A man with bipolar disorder and schizophrenia is convicted of aggravated assault against his boss. This is his third violent offense.
9. A woman is convicted of creating and passing counterfeit $20 bills. She has a long criminal record with convictions for fraud. She has already served 8 years in jail for various crimes.

10. A high profile celebrity has been convicted of drinking and driving for the 3rd time. She has already been assigned community service and an alcohol treatment program.

